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Discussion topics
• Online books – what’s out there?
• What factors are important to librarians and 
users
• Quality measures for online books
• Making online books more useful (useable)
• ROI
Case studies
• Online books – a peak at the future
Nothing new…
“It is certainly impossible for any person who 
wishes to devote a portion of his time to 
[research], to read all the books and papers 
that are published in connection with his 
pursuit; their number is immense, and the 
labour of winnowing out the few [of interest], 
is such that most persons who try […], pass by 
what is really good.”
Date: 1826
Online Books: What’s out there?
Institutional access Specialist aggregators
Individual download Mobile platforms
What factors are important?
To researchers:
And why is 
access to 
books 
important to 
researchers?
What factors are important
To librarians investing in online books
Before investing After investing
Other findings:
From Highwire Survey of librarians:
http://highwire.stanford.edu/PR/HighWireEBookSurvey2010.pdf
+95% of 
librarians 
highlight 
simplicity/ease 
of use as a very 
significant or 
significant factor 
in ebook 
purchasing 
decisions
Quality measures for online books
If we take quantifiable metrics like citations…
very little exists for online books:
24%
Most cited item in Scopus is a book
Books are not systematically indexed for citations like journals
Other Existing Data
More 
Established
More Cited
Better Rated
A  c o m p a r i s o n  b e t w e e n  9 0 0  
b o o k  a u t h o r s  w h o  p u b l i s h e d  
w i t h  E l s e v i e r  v s .  a n o t h e r  m a j o r  
p u b l i s h e r
Elsevier Authors
Other Major Publisher Authors
Usage as measure of quality…
In the future, PageRank, not the ISI’s IF, may very well start 
representing our perception of article and journal status.
Bollen, J., Rodriguez, M. A., and Van de Sompel, H. (2006). Journal status. Scientometrics,69, 
(arxiv.org:cs.DL/0601030)
Large groups of people are smarter 
than an elite few, no matter how 
brilliant—better at solving problems, 
fostering innovation, coming to wise 
decisions, even predicting the future. 
Usage data and cost-per-use data are widely available for online books
A number of online books are COUNTER compliant 
including ScienceDirect books
Making online books more useful (useable)
1. Electronic books – anytime, 
anywhere; increased 
productivity (searching more 
information)
2. Reference linking to full text of 
cited articles (CrossRef)
3. Tools for data-mining, 
visualization; geographical co-
ordinates
4. Advanced searching (e.g. 
chemical structure searching)
5. Federated searching and 
integration of a broad range of 
information types (e.g., 
including patents)
6. Collaborative tools
a. Nature’s Connotea, Elsevier’s 
2collab
b. Broader world of web 2.0
Encyclopedia of 
Neurosciences
Cognition
H-index of Gerry T.M 
Altmann
Current 
Biology
Cancer Cell
Molecular & 
Cellular 
Neuroscience
Neuron
Learning & 
MemoryAdvances in Cancer 
Research
Signal 
Processing for 
Neuroscientist
s 
Cited By Counts for 
Advances in Cancer 
Research
H-index of 
Paul W. 
Glimcher
Citation Database
Journals
Books
From scientific content…
Flat PDF
or
To scientific content-based experience
Links to other chapters in 
same book
Link to articles which cite this one
Email the author
Send chapter to friend
Scopus integration
Share with other 
researchers via 2Collab
View related articles
Platform can be important in adding value
From earlier in presentation:
What’s next?
•Access on mobile devices
•More tools
•Discovery tools…
Stay tuned!
E.g. NextBio 
integration 
(screen grab 
from 
ScienceDirect)
R.O.I.
Demonstrating the value of the library:
http://www.outsellinc.com/store/insights/3538
http://www.springer.com/librarians/solutions+for+industry?SGWID=1-
40475-12-700104-0
http://libraryconnect.elsevier.com/whitepapers/01
08/lcwp0101.pdf
…the model produces a 
return of $4.38 in grant 
income to the university 
for every dollar invested 
in the library in 2006
University of Illinois
at Urbana–Champaign
Case Study: Monash University
“ E b o o k s a n d  a s s o c i a t e d  e l e c t r o n i c a l l y - g e n e r a t e d  c a t a l o g i n g  r e c o r d s  
m a k e  i t  e a s i e r  a n d  q u i c k e r  f o r  s t a f f t o  a c q u i r e ,  p r o m o t e  a n d  
“ l e n d ”  b o o k s  – a n d t h e  c o s t  p e r  u s e  i s  l o w e r  c o m p a r e d  t o  p r i n t .  
I t  c u t s  d o w n  t h e  s p a c e  r e q u i r e d  t o  h o u s e  t h e  c o l l e c t i o n ,  r e d u c e s  
t h e  n e e d  f o r  p h y s i c a l  h a n d l i n g a n d  r e s u l t s  i n  a  “ g r e e n e r ”  
i n f o r m a t i o n  r e s o u r c e .  C o s t ,  s p a c e  a n d  t i m e  s a v i n g s  c a n  b e  
r e d i r e c t e d  t o  o t h e r  p r i o r i t i e s ,  l i k e  e f f o r t s  d e s i g n e d  t o  m a k e  t h e  
l i b r a r y  a  m o r e  i n v i t i n g  p l a c e  a n d  i n c r e a s e  t h e  r o l e  i t  p l a y s  o n  
c a m p u s .  D o o r  c o u n t s  h a v e  i n c r e a s e d  s i g n i f i c a n t l y.  M o r e  f l o o r  
s p a c e t r a n s l a t e d  i n t o  m o r e  g r o u p  s t u d y  a r e a s ,  m o r e  t o l e r a n t  
p o l i c i e s  r e g a r d i n g  n o i s e  a n d  f o o d  a n d  b e v e r a g e  w e r e  i n s t i t u t e d  a n d  
w i r e l e s s  I n t e r n e t  a c c e s s  w a s  i n s t a l l e d .”
“Today’s patrons want and need ready access to the content 
they need, when they need it—
in and out of their own area of expertise.” 
Robert Thomas, Library Manager 
Hargrave-Andrew Library, Monash University—Australia
Case study – University of Aberdeen
View the brain like never before!
Learn more: www.brainnav.com/info
BrainNavigator is an online 
2D & 3D brain map based on work 
from leading brain cartographers, 
George Paxinos and Charles Watson
and developed in partnership with 
the Allen Institute for Brain Science
Using BrainNavigator 
neuroscientists
 Improve research efficiency and 
accuracy
 Save time spent on research
 Reduce costs
 Minimize laboratory errors
What’s Next?
Muchas gracias!
"There is no path. The path is 
made by walking."
Antonio Machado (1875–1939)
Spanish poet
Are you 
ready?
L i b r a r i a n s :  
5 8 %  s a y  t h e y  a r e  a c t i v e l y  m i g r a t i n g
R e s e a r c h e r s :  
8 2 %  s a y  t h e y  a r e  a c t i v e l y  m i g r a t i n g  ( o r  r e a d y  
t o  m i g r a t e ! )
